
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
July 
7/8-7/12—Camp Session 5 
7/14—Dahlem for Dogs! Hosted 
with Jackson Co. Animal Shelter 
7/15-7/19—Camp Session 6 
7/19—Little Acorns Golf Scramble 
7/22-7/26—Camp Session 7 

 
August 
7/29-8/2—Camp Session 8 
8/5-8/9—Camp Session 9 
8/19—Preschool Starts 
8/24—Birds, Blooms, & Butterflies 
Festival 
 

September 
9/14—Annual Fall Work Bee 
 

October 
10/10—Annual Benefit Luncheon 
10/25 & 10/26—Goblin Walks 
 

December 
12/6 &12/7—Holiday Bazaar 

 

Paw Prints 
Summer/Fall 2019 Volume 42 Issue 2 

New & Exciting Changes      

Coming to Dahlem! 
Although Michigan 
State University 
requires you to 
include profession-
al work experience 
in your field of 
study, I was excit-
ed about the op-
portunity to intern 
at the Dahlem Cen-
ter.  My field of 
study is Fisheries 
and Wildlife with a 
concentration in 

fish management.  I came to the Dahlem 
Center to help create more experiences 
for visitors to see live, native animals and 
in turn, increase their respect and under-
standing for animals in their natural habi-
tats.   
 My first week at Dahlem I fin-
ished our iPad exhibit that was started 
last summer.  The iPad exhibit features 

two videos and an interactive display that 
highlights our exhibit room.  The videos 
display interactive games, animal identifi-
cation and sounds, and NATGEO videos. I 
have also been designing an outdoor dis-
play sign for information and guidance 
when guests visit the Dahlem Center.  
 We have some exiting new at-
tractions coming to the center.  I have 
been planning and developing a stocking 
pond and aquarium. We will be stocking 
our aquatic studies pond with fish. This 
will help establish a more well-rounded 
ecosystem and provide a new teaching 
tool for our classes.  In addition, we will 
be adding a 150-gallon aquarium that will 
be filled with native Michigan species. 
These new attractions will focus on the 
visitor experience at the Dahlem Center 
as well as respect and conservation of 
native species.  
Nate is a student at Michigan State University 
and started interning at Dahlem in May 

2019 Golf Scramble for Little Acorns Nature Preschool 

Friday, July 19 

8AM—4PM 

Hankerd Hills Golf 
Course 

10251 Resort Rd  
Pleasant Lake, MI 49272 

Join us for a day on the 
links for a good cause!  

All proceeds go toward 
providing scholarships 

and much needed         
supplies for our             

Little Acorns. 

Register Now! https://www.dahlemcenter.org/event/golf/ 

Nate Bethel 
Intern 

https://www.dahlemcenter.org/event/5th-annual-golf-scramble-for-little-acorns-nature-preschool/


A Message from Ben Dandrow 

Executive Director 
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2019 Financials  

Income Jan-June 19 YTD Budget  

Contributions - Restricted $165.00 $0.00  

Contributions - Restricted Grants $14,200 $20,000  

Contributions - Unrestricted $41,859.87 $100,000  

Total Income all Sources $195,410.15 $164,583.24  

Expenses    

Advertising $2,600.22 $2,403.00  

Payroll $107,230.24 $120,050.63  

Printing $2,314.67 $2,158.63  

Program Expenses $8,041.50 $9,095.00  

Supplies $3,658.83 $3,345.00  

Total Expenses $155,755.22 $175,618.48  

Net Income $39,654.93 -$11,035.24  

 It has been a very busy first half 

of the year at Dahlem. Our Little Acorn 

Preschool completed the school year on 

May 23rd and Summer Camp is well under 

way. Despite a long cold winter and a very 

wet spring over 6,000 parents, grandpar-

ents, children, and visitors have come to 

Dahlem so far in 2019. Our school pro-

grams reached over 3,400 students. Grass 

Lake Community Schools for the first time 

sent five classrooms of fourth graders for 

Annie’s Big Nature Lesson.  

 I am excited to announce that 

Phase 1 of Dahlem 2020 will begin on July 

26th. This project is funded in part by gen-

erous grants from the Addison P Cooke III 

Foundation, Speckhard - Knight Founda-

tion, and the Phil & Pat Willis Foundation 

totaling $44,000. The balance of the fund-

ing will come from Dahlem’s cash re-

serves. We are able to do this because of 

the financial stability we have achieved 

the last three years and are proud to be 

able to invest in our own future. Thank 

you to Maureen Knight and Phil and Pat 

Willis for your generous support and faith 

in Dahlem.  

 The project is expected to take 

four weeks to complete. The goal is to 

complete the project before the start of 

the school year. Please be advised there 

will be inconveniences during construc-

tion because the bathrooms will be closed. 

Porta Johns and hand washing stations 

will be located on the west side of the pa-

vilion during construction.  

 The Beck Bridge and vernal 

boardwalk replacement projects have 

been put on temporary hold while design 

plans and grants are being researched. 

Unfortunately, Habitat for Humanity can-

not help us this year in these projects as 

they are involved in a major housing pro-

ject in the city of Jackson. 

 Thank you to our many loyal 

members, donors and sponsors for your 

continued support of Dahlem. We whole-

heartedly endorse every one of our corpo-

rate sponsors and recommend their ser-

vices. Without your support we cannot 

exist. As a nonprofit we are entirely reli-

ant on unrestricted donations to run oper-

ations – pay staff salaries, vendors, main-

tain trails and facilities.  Dahlem needs 

$150,000 a year in unrestricted donations 

to maintain operations.  

 

Staff announcements: 

 Thank you to Nancy Phelan Little 

Acorn Assistant Teacher last year. Nancy 

did an outstanding job last school year 

and was an immense help to Miss Kassie 

as she navigated through her first year 

teaching. We wish her well as she moves 

on.  

 Richard Somogyi is our new 

Maintenance person who joined us in 

April.  

 

Wishing everyone a safe and  

happy summer!  

Partnership with Havenswood 
Dahlem is partnering with Havenswood, a non-
profit dedicated to improving the health of Jack-
son using fresh-food initiatives, farm-based work-
shops, and animal assisted therapy. The staff at 
Havenswood will be offering hands-on classes 
here at Dahlem, including: 

 Mushrooms 101 

 Foraging for edible plants 

 Turning foraged plants into teas 

 The relationship between plants, 
soils, and mycelium  

 

Dates, times and fees will be posted soon on                  
Facebook and our webpage! 

Phase 1 Construction is: 
 Upgrading the existing bathrooms. 

All will have baby changing tables 

except the classroom 

 Adding an additional bathroom to 

accommodate the growing number 

of students and visitors 

 Adding a dedicated separate bath-

room with child friendly fixtures 

for the Little Acorn classroom thus 

providing additional security for 

our preschoolers 



Outdoor Adventure Day Camp—Sessions 5-9 
July & August (See page 5 for more details) 
Our summer camp is offered to children ages 3 to 12 years is 
based outdoors, so most of the day is spent in the forest and 
fields on Dahlem’s 280 acres. There are plenty of opportuni-
ties to choose more than one week to fill your camper’s need 
for outdoor fun and adventure this summer! When signing up 
multiple campers attending the same session, the first camp-
er is at the  regular fee, and each additional camper is $10 off.  

 
Dahlem for Dogs! 
Sunday, July 14 1:00—4:00 PM 
At Dahlem Ecology Farm                                    
1427 Wickwire Rd. 
Dahlem—Jackson’s Nature Place, and 
Jackson  County Animal Shelter are teaming up for a special 
adoption day event! Join us as the Animal Shelter brings furry 
friends ready for adoption out to our Dog Friendly Butterfly 
Trail! Not ready to adopt? That’s ok! Come on out anyway  
and help us give these deserving dogs a walk! 

 
5th Annual Little Acorns Nature Preschool Golf 
Scramble—Friday, July 19 8:00 AM—4:00 PM 
Join us at Hankerd Hills Golf Course for a fun day of golf in 
support of our Little Acorns Nature Preschool.  The scramble 
includes golf for singles for $75 or a team of 4 for $300, with 
lunch and dinner. There is the option to purchase lunch and/
or dinner for any additional guests. There will also be addi-
tional games and raffles, including an optional skins game, 
and 50/50 drawing. All proceeds go toward scholarships and 
supplies for our Little Acorns. More information and registra-
tion can be found at www.dahlemcenter.org/events/golf/ 
 

Birds, Blooms, & Butterflies Festival 
August 24, 9:00 AM—3:00 PM 
Join us for our 9th Annual Birds, 
Blooms, & Butterflies Festival, where 
we share the importance of stewardship 
and conservation with fun activities like 
face painting and nature walks, and ex-
citing presentations throughout the day 
–  Kids and adults alike will enjoy all of 
the hands-on learning with live bird 
programs, monarch butterflies, and 

plenty of native plants for sale. Peruse the vendor booths 
with their nature-themed art and wares and enjoy a snack 
from one of the food carts. There is something for everyone!  
$5 Members $8 Non-Members          0-12yrs old FREE! 

Annual Fall Work Bee 
September 14, 9:00 AM—1:00 PM 
What is a Work Bee? We consider it to be a day that we are 
literally as busy as honeybees and work, work, work! It is the 
perfect time of the year to address any maintenance that is 
necessary after summer. If you have an interest in something 
particular, let us know! We welcome you to bring your own 
personal equipment such as rakes, work gloves, garden 
shears, and other tools that would help assist the process. 
Lunch, snacks, and refreshments are available to all volun-
teers participating that day! 
Here are some areas we plan to tackle: 
- Sprucing up the trails, gardens, and paved walkways 
- Washing windows, bird feeders, and outdoor signage 
- Removing invasive species like Autumn Olive, Bittersweet, 
Honeysuckle, and Multiflora Rose from Dahlem’s grounds 

 
Pumpkin Carving 
Friday October 25 10:00 AM—3:00 PM 
Come help us carve 200 to 300 beautiful pump-
kins in preparation for Goblin Walks. Pumpkins 
are donated by Gee Farms, and then volunteers 
use their tools and talents to gut and carve each pumpkin. 
These jack 'o lanterns line the Goblin Walks route enchanting 
the forest trails. 
Call Dahlem at 517-782-3453 to let us know you are coming. 
It helps us plan and set up according to number of volunteers 
coming out. We look forward to working with you! 
 
Goblin Walks 
October 25 & 26, 6:30 PM—8:30 PM 
Goblin Walks offers magical entertainment just in time for 
Halloween! A half-mile of Halloween fun awaits you along the 
pumpkin-lit trails. Meet larger-than-life wildlife who teach 
you why they aren’t so scary through skits and songs. After-
wards, enjoy hot apple cider and donuts while singing songs 
and listening to stories. We are going to have at least one new 
skit this year, so you want to be sure to register soon! Tour 
every 15 minutes, REGISTRATION REQUIRED.  Registration 
will be available online beginning September 1. 

 
Holiday Bazaar 
December 6 & 7 
Come out to Dahlem for our annual Holiday Bazaar. You can 
expect a bake sale, a craft sale, wreaths and more! Come en-
joy the winter weather with us by shopping for Christmas 
presents while supporting Dahlem. Thank you to all who do-
nate sale items—It’s never too early to start holiday projects! 

Events 
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Little Acorn Update 

This past school 
year we aug-
mented our 
STEM focused 
curriculum, and 
employed inno-
vative techniques 
while incorporat-
ing literacy into 
our daily interac-
tions with na-
ture. For those 

that may not be 
acquainted 
with the term, 
STEM stands 

for Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Math.  

I am happy to say that twelve of 
our very bright students have graduated! 
May 23rd, we hosted a charming little 
graduation ceremony at which all gradu-
ating four-year-olds received a diploma 
and an award recognizing a unique quali-
ty or skill they excelled at throughout the 
school year. See the excited graduates 
pictured! I take pride in our programs 
ability to utilize nature-based philoso-
phies through hands-on experiences with 

the physical world when preparing chil-
dren for Kindergarten, and I couldn’t be 
prouder of these lifelong learners! 

We had a spectacular end of year 
family field trip to Binder Park Zoo. Thir-
ty-six students and their families were 
able to attend. Emily Artz, mother of a 
graduating four-year-old, shared her re-
gards after the trip saying: “Started the 
day at Binder Park Zoo with friends, end-
ed the day with family.” It has since been 
communicated to us that there is a group 
of students and parents from the four-
year-old class that still get together on a 

weekly basis. I hope these student’s expe-
riences at Little Acorns will lead to life-
long friendships!  

I am saddened to announce that 
our Assistant Teacher, Nancy Phelan, will 
not be returning for the 2019-2020 
school year. Nancy has decided to return 
to retirement and take advantage of 
some exciting travel opportunities. Nancy 
was a tremendous support to me this 
year. I value all the time and insights she 
graced me with and wish her the best in 
retirement. We are currently interview-
ing applicants for the open position, and 
intend to hire a new assistant teacher 
shortly.  

I could not have asked for a bet-
ter first year at Little Acorns Nature Pre-
school. I had the pleasure of teaching 
three amazing groups of children. I look 
forward to seeing fourteen students from 
our three-year-old classes returning for 
the 4-year-old class in August, and the 
remainder at summer camps and visits to 
Dahlem throughout their lives! 

 
Sincerely, 

Miss Kassie 

Kassie Stelmaszek 
Lead Preschool Teacher 

Little Acorns 
Graduating Class of 2019! 
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Our summer camp is offered to children ages 3 to 12 years is 

based outdoors, so most of the day is spent in the forest and 

fields on Dahlem’s 280 acres. There are plenty of opportunities 

to choose more than one week to fill your camper’s need for 

outdoor fun and adventure this summer!  

Fee per Session:                     Half Day Camp  

$105 Member $125 Community  

Full Day Camp  

$145 Member $170 Community  

Registration: Easy online registration and forms available 

at dahlemcenter.org  

Multiple Camper Discount: When signing up multiple 

campers attending the same session, the first camper is at the  

regular fee, and each additional camper is $10 off.  

Camp Teen Volunteering Opportunities: Dahlem is recruit-

ing summer camp teen volunteers (Ages 13-15 years or older). 

Volunteers gain valuable experience and help with our young-

est campers. Please contact us for more information or down-

load the form at dahlemcenter.org and follow the instructions 

to apply. Camp volunteers must provide proper ID for Dahlem 

to conduct a background check.  

2019 Outdoor Adventure Summer Day Camp 

Session 5 - Outdoor Skills      Ages 5 to 12  
July 8-12,  8:30 am – 3:30 pm  
Campers learn a variety of outdoor skills, from debris shel-
ter building and camouflage to fire building, knot tying, ori-
enteering and mapping. Lessons are developed as appro-
priate for age levels. Campers will participate in daily hikes, 
games, crafts, camp songs, and most of all, create life-long 
memories. Camp wraps up with a pizza party on Friday.  
 
Session 6 - Where the Wild Things Live     Ages 5 to 12  
July 15-19, 8:30 am – 3:30 pm 
Spend the week learning all about what’s happening in the 
wild at Dahlem. From birds and mammals, to amphibians, 
reptiles, and insects. Campers will participate in daily hikes, 
explore, predator-prey games, learn to use binoculars, and 
aquatic studies equipment (We’ll be in the stream!). Camp 
wraps up with a pizza party on Friday.  
 
Session 7 - Get Out & Dirty      Ages 5 to 12  
July 22-26, 8:30 am – 3:30 pm  
The best thing about people is that we are washable! So no 
amount of dirt is going to keep us from spending the days 
outside and exploring. We’ll build forts, turn over rocks, 
catch frogs and other aquatic critters, chase bugs, climb 
trees, play predator-prey games, take daily hikes, and so 
much more! Camp wraps up with a pizza party on Friday.  
 
Session 8 - Life in the Woods     Ages 7 to 12   
July 29-Aug 2,  8:30 am – 11:30 am  
Campers will spend the mornings learning about what’s 
happening in the wild at Dahlem. Woodland, wetland and 
grass-land habitat exploration to study frogs and toads, 
snakes, turtles, insects, birds, mammals and plants - we’ll 
explore it all! Campers will participate in hikes, predator-
prey games, learn new skills and other activities you won’t 
want to miss!  
 
Session 9 - Wetland Wonders     Ages 3 to 6  
Aug 5-9, 8:30 – 11:30 am  
This morning session camp takes our young campers on an 
in-depth discovery tour of the wetland habitat; including 
ponds, streams and animals. We will search for and study 
frogs and toads, turtles, insects, mammals, and birds in the 
wetland habitat. Must be 3 years by May 1, 2019, and have 
independent bathroom skills.  

Sign up online 
www.dahlemcenter.org/adventure-camp 
Questions? Give us a call at 517-782-3453                                                

 

Paul McCormack and 

his Classroom Critters 

are coming to camp!* 

An up-close animal            

encounter presentation you 

won’t want to miss! 

*Sessions 5, 6, & 7 
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Dahlem’s Habitats 

Deciduous Forest 

Deciduous forests have trees that lose their leaves in the winter and regrow them in the 
spring. During fall deciduous trees will turn an array of beautiful colors, depending on the 
amount of sugars in their leaves. The most common deciduous trees in Michigan include 
maple, hemlock, basswood, and birch trees. Deciduous forests are home to many animals—
at Dahlem you’re most likely to see white-tailed deer, plenty of squirrels and chipmunks, 
many species of birds and snakes, and possibly a raccoon or opossum (if they’re awake!) 

Coniferous Forest 

Coniferous forests have trees with special modified leaves called needles. These 
trees do not lose their needles seasonally like deciduous trees, but maintain them 
year round. Coniferous trees are important for many bird species, like the Gros-
beak, because their seeds are a source of food. The most common coniferous trees 
in Michigan are the pine, fir, and spruce. The white pine is our state tree! 

Prairie 

A prairie is an area dominated by medium to tall grasses. Fire plays an important 
roll in maintaining prairies, as the native species are fire adapted so it helps ward 
off invasives that are not. At Dahlem the prairies are great for bird watchers, such 
as smaller swallows and blue birds hunting for insects and larger hawks and turkey 
vultures scouting for small mammals hiding among the tall grass.  

Prairie Fen 

A prairie fen is a type of wetland that contains prairie grasses. They are formed 
when natural springs coming from groundwater breech the surface. They are often 
found along reaches of streams or rivers—the fen on Dahlem’s property is found 
just off Crouch Creek. Fens are a favorite hunting ground of the Massasauga Rattle-
snake, the only venomous snake in Michigan. They have been spotted on Dahlem’s 
grounds so keep your eyes and ears open—you’ll hear them before you see them! 

Birds, Blooms, & Butterflies Festival 
Saturday, August 24th 9:00 AM—3:00 PM 

Visit our website for more information on the festival and if you’d like to be a vendor 
www.dahlemcenter.org/event/birds-blooms-butterflies-festival/ 

Lyndsey Adams, M.S.  

Development Coordinator 

 Live bird programs,  
 Monarch butterflies 
 Native plants for sale.  
 Food carts with snacks or lunch 
 Vendor booths with their nature-themed art and wares 

Members $5 

Non-Members $8 

Kids 12 & Under FREE! 
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Dahlem’s Habitats 

New Exhibits are at Dahlem! 
Hours 

Tuesday—Friday 

9:00AM—3:00PM 

Sunday 

12:00PM—4:00PM 

 

Closed Saturday 

Our turtles are excited to be getting some new 
friends in the Dahlem exhibit area! 

New attractions include: 

 Interactive tablets with animal sounds 
and nature videos 

 A 150 gallon tank of native Michigan 
fish, including Blue Gill, Sunfish, and 
Pike 

Vernal Pool 

Vernal Pools are a unique ecosystem because of their temporary nature. They appear in the 
spring thru early summer from snow melt and heavier rain, but dry up in mid to late sum-
mer. This makes vernal pools perfect for the reproductive cycles of animal and insect spe-
cies that start their lives in water, but eventually end up on land during their juvenile and 
adult phases. These include frogs, dragonflies, midges, and unfortunately mosquitos. They 
might be our least favorite, but they are an important food source for other animals.   

Pond/Wetlands 

The new boardwalk spans through Dahlem’s wetland area, which includes the Reflection 
Pond. This area is home to a plethora of species and, like vernal pools, is full of animals 
adapted to conditions at varying stages of their life cycles. Dahlem’s pond is the best place 
for turtle watching, especially in the spring when they come out of hibernation and warm 
themselves on the logs. In the spring you’ll hear the chorus of mating frogs and might catch 
a glimpse of the Black Rat, Garter, or Northern Water snakes hunting them... 

Glacial Pond 

As glaciers made their way north across Michigan during the end of the last ice age they left 
several impressions throughout the topography. While the most famous of these are the 
Great Lakes, Dahlem has its very own glacial pond too. This serves as an important water 
source for deer and other animals (we have a pair of nestling Sandhill Cranes every year!); 
habitat for reptiles, amphibians, and insects; and hunting grounds for many bird species. If 
you’re patient enough you may see a Blue Heron snap up a fish!  

Stream 

The running water of a stream makes several different habitats for animals adapted to the different con-
ditions. Crayfish like to hide under rocks in the fast running water, called a riffle. Fish like to hang out in 
places where they can hide from predators or stalk prey, like areas of woody debris or the slower pools in 
the bend of the stream. The presence and absence of animals tells us a lot about the health of a stream. 
These are called “indicator species” and they are a quick way to assess the amount of pollution present. 
For example, stonefly nymphs are very sensitive, so they are only found in very clean streams.  

Page 7 References: The Department of Natural Resources and the Michigan Natural Features Inventory 



The Dahlem Conservancy 
7117 S. Jackson Rd. 
Jackson, MI 49201 
www.dahlemcenter.org 
 
Return Service Requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Phone: 517-782-3453 
Email: contact@dahlemcenter.org 
 
Trails—Dawn to Dusk 365 Days a Year! 
Offices: 9:00AM—4:00PM Mon-Fri 
Gift Shop & Exhibit Area:  
  9:00AM-3:00PM Tue-Fri 
         12:00PM-4:00PM Sun 
  Closed Saturday 
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Thank you Sponsors & Foundations! 
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